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PREFACE. 


wretchedly abufed fince* The An- 
cients among the Jews and the Hea- 
thens, taughr their children and dif. 
ciples the precepts of morality and 
worfhip in verfe. The Children of 
ljrael were commanded to learn the 
words of the Song of Mofes, Deut, 
xxxi. 19, 30. And we are direfted in 
the New Teftament, not only to fing 
with grace in the heart, but to teach, 
and adfnomjb one a, 7 iother by Hym?is and 
Songs, Eph. v. 19. And there are thefe 
four advantages in it . — 
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f e lf when they havelearned ten or twen- 
ty Songs out of n- 

2 What is learnt in Verfe is lon- 
ger 'retained in memory and fooner 
Lolleaed. The like founds, and the 
like number of fyllables, exceedingly 
affift the remembrance.. And it may 
often happen, that the end of a Song 
running in the mind, may be an effec- 
tual means to keep off fome temptati- 
ons, or to incline to fome duty, when 
a word of fcripture is not upon their 


1. There is a great delight in the This will be a conftant furniture 
very learning of truths and duties this f or t he minds of children, that they 
way. There is fornething fo amufing ma y have fomethin^ to think upon 
and entertaining in rhymes and metre, when alone, and fing over to them- 
that will incline children to make this felves. This may fometimes give their 
part of their bufmefs a diverfion. And thoughts a divine turn, and raife a 
you may turn their very duty into a re- young meditation. I hus they will 
ward by giving them" the privilege of not be forced to feek relief for an 
learning one of thefe Songs every week, emptinefs of mind, out of the loofe 
if they fulfil the bufmefs of the week and dangerous fonnets of the age. 
well* and promifing them the book it- ^ Thefe 


